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faces questions on US proposal for sanctions on Iran (Keystone) Switzerland's Foreign Minister Ueli Maurer has rejected a plan by US Secretary of
State John Kerry to impose new sanctions on Iran over its nuclear programme. He stressed that Switzerland takes a balanced stance on the
sensitive issue. The US considers Iran to have broken its obligations under the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The latest sanctions were
announced on Friday in the US. US Democratic senator Robert Menendez spoke on the proposal before a hearing at the UN. Menendez said that
the Iranian regime would not respect the sanctions. “I am holding US citizens and our resources hostage and asking other nations to accept that
they must now pay for it,” Menendez said. “Do we really have to do this on their account?” Menendez said that the sanctions would be conditional
on Iran respecting the nuclear deal brokered in Geneva in November 2013. He said that they would be the most stringent sanctions on Iran since
the Iranian revolution in 1979. “For an extended period of time, Iran will be under far greater and far more extensive economic pressures than it
has experienced in some years,” Menendez said. The sanctions would also target Iran's financial institutions, its energy sector and its trade with
Syria, North Korea and Libya. US State Department spokesman John Kirby said on Thursday that these sanctions would be aimed at encouraging
Iran to “stop the nuclear weapons programme”. However, Kirby refused to comment on whether Iran was breaking its obligations under the
nuclear deal. “I have nothing further to add to the comments of our secretary of state,” Kirby told reporters. Switzerland is the first European state
to publicly reject the sanctions. “We are cautious on this issue and we see that our position is clear,” said Maurer. “Our interests are not in
contradiction with the interest of the US. There is a special position in the world and Switzerland is in that position and we act according to that
position
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